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			Welcome to the GM's Day sale! From now through March 10th, this title has been marked down by up to 40%!  For more values, visit our GM's Day sale page.
 White Plume Mountain has always been a subject of superstitious awe to the neighboring villagers. People still travel many miles to gaze upon this natural wonder, though few will approach it closely, as it is reputed to be the haunt of various demons and devils. 

 This adventure contains background information, referee's notes, player aids, a complete map level, and a cutaway view of the mountain complex. White Plume Mountain is form the Special ("S") series; like others in this series, it is meant to stand on its own and is a complete Advanced Dungeons & Dragons adventure. 

 For 4-10 characters levels 5-10.

Product History

S2: "White Plume Mountain" (1979), by Lawrence Schick, is the second "Special" adventure for AD&D. It was published in August 1979.

Origins. In 1978, Gary Gygax decided to create a Design Department within TSR, and so began advertising job positions. One of the applicants was Lawrence Schick, a recent graduate of Kent State University. After he was asked to submit an AD&D adventure as a sample of his work he cobbled together his "best ideas" from five years of dungeon design and wrote "White Plume Mountain". Not only was Schick hired, soon becoming the Head of the expanding department, but "White Plume Mountain" was also scheduled by Gygax for publication.

Sources. The sword Blackrazor, one of the three named weapons in White Plume Mountain, is an obvious rip-off of Elric's black blade, Stormbringer. Schick says he "would not have put it into the scenario if [he] ever thought it might be published."

Continuing the Special Adventures. "White Plume Mountain" followed S1: "Tomb of Horrors" (1978) as the second "Special" adventure — which seems to mainly mean one-off adventures for AD&D, not connected as part of a campaign like the G, D, and T adventures that had preceded it.

"White Plume Mountain" is notable for being the first AD&D adventure not authored by Gary Gygax — though it was preceded by Mike Carr's B1: "In Search of the Unknown" (1978) for the Basic D&D game. The trend of other authors writing for D&D would really take off in 1980.

Like all of TSR's early D&D adventures, the first edition of "White Plume Mountain" was printed with a monochrome (orannge) cover. It was updated with a full-color cover with an orange border (1980) just a year later; at the same time the book was expanded from 12 to 16 pages, mainly thanks to the addition of more illustrations.

Continuing the Adventures Archive. By late 2005, TSR's free 3e adventure archive was nearing its end, but that year also contained two of their most notable adventures, 3e revamps of classics "Tomb of Horrors" (2005) and "White Plume Mountain".

The 3.5e version of "White Plume Mountain" is based closely on the original, with the design adjusted in some areas for balance and better polish. The three named weapons have also been statted up with the Weapons of Legacy (2005) system.

Wizards supplemented this adventure with a web enhancement, "Outside the Mountain is just as Dangerous as Inside" (2006). It updates material from Return to White Plume Mountain (1999), including the fourth weapon, Frostrazor.

Adventure Tropes. White Plume Mountain is an interesting contrast. On the one hand it's one of the earliest quest dungeons: players go into the Mountain searching for three magic weapons. The dungeon is very tightly organized around that quest. On the other hand, "White Plume Mountain" was TSR's first "fun house" dungeon. This was doubtless a result of the piecemeal way that Schick constructed the dungeon. The result doesn't feel like an organic whole and certainly doesn't contain any "Gygaxian naturalism". Instead, it's a random assortment of monsters, puzzles, and traps. Just as "Tomb of Horrors" popularized the idea that D&D dungeons could be "killers", "White Plume Mountain" in turn debuted the idea of fun house dungeons as professional releases (though GMs all over the country had surely been cobbling them together for half a decade).

Exploring Greyhawk. Like "Tomb of Horror" before it, "White Plume Mountain" is only very lightly set in Greyhawk. The beautiful full-page map on page three, showing the Great Swamp, White Plume Mountain, and Castle Mukos didn't match up with anything else at the time, though the text of the adventure clearly places White Plume Mountain in the Shield Lands, near the Great Rift. The background in the module was also entirely self-contained at the time.

Years later, Return to White Plume Mountain (1998) would much more fully connect up Schick's famous module with Gygax's world.

NPCs of Note. The central NPC of "White Plume Mountain" is dungeon creator Keraptis — except the 1,300-year-old wizard is never actually seen.

Instead, it's probably the undead dragon Dragotha who's best remembered from this adventure. This primordial dracolich only shows up on the map of the local area as a possible adventure seed. He finally got a full writeup a decade later in the "Lords & Legends" column of Dragon #134 (June 1988).

Both NPCs got much better usage in Return to White Plume Mountain, while Dragotha also starred in the "Age of Worms" adventure path in Dungeon #124 (July 2005) to Dungeon #135 (June 2006).

About the Creators. Schick mainly worked for TSR as a manager, but he did write one other adventure, A4: "In the Dungeons of the Slave Lords" (1981).

About the Product Historian

The history of this product was researched and written by Shannon Appelcline, the editor-in-chief of RPGnet and the author of Designers & Dragons - a history of the roleplaying industry told one company at a time. Please feel free to mail corrections, comments, and additions to shannon.appelcline@gmail.com.
We (Wizards) recognize that some of the legacy content available on this website does not reflect the values of the Dungeons & Dragons franchise today. Some older content may reflect ethnic, racial, and gender prejudice that were commonplace in American society at that time. These depictions were wrong then and are wrong today. This content is presented as it was originally created, because to do otherwise would be the same as claiming these prejudices never existed. Dungeons & Dragons teaches that diversity is a strength, and we strive to make our D&D products as welcoming and inclusive as possible. This part of our work will never end.
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				Received mine in the mail last night.  The cover and the printing look awesome! ... one major issue... THERE IS NO MAP!!!!  HOW CAN A DM RUN THIS WITHOUT A MAP?  I am not stupid... I know there are resources online, but I paid for the module.  When the map is not included, it is like the I did not get the actual module.
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				This is one of those module, as a young 11 year old starting to play d&d, that I have EXTREMELY fond memories of (we played with two white kids, two AfrAm kids, a Puerto Rican Jamaican and two girls)...whew, will never have a group like that again. One of the girls I had a crush on too, anyway. 1981 was soooo long ago. Thanks to one of the kids for raiding his fathers closet for all his d&d stuff for us to use while half the fathers(and some mothers) were out to sea, leaving a bunch of kids with nothing to do except enjoy Jacksonville FLA on a naval base.

I still have my DM guide and three modules and a PH from 1983.			
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  The quality of the reprint is great, quite durable, and the clarity of the images, are more than I could have hoped for. I’m very pleased with the reproduction, only wish that other classic mods/classic booklets were also available in soft cover prin [...] 
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  Fun, if somewhat short, puzzle/challenge-oriented module. Gotta love the giant crab encounter and the Stormbringer-clone! [...] 
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  A great module and more fun if you have read Paul Kidd's Novelization featuring the wander ranger called the Justicar and his companions, Escalla the Faerie (who starts out as an enemy), Cinders the sentient Hell Hound pelt and others.<br><br& [...] 
 
   
 
    Felicia B. 
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  This is just about the best example of an old school dungeon crawl. It's always a load of fun to run and play in this one.<br><br><b>QUALITY</b>: Excellent<br><br><b>VALUE</b>: Very Satisfied<br> [...] 
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  INCREDIBLE MODULE. I'VE PLAYED SEVERAL TIMES AS A DM
WITH DIFFERENT GROUPS OF PLAYERS. IT IS ALWAYS ENJOYABLE
BECAUSE IT OFFERS DICE ROLLING HACK AND SLASH WITH A
PUZZLE AT EACH KEY AREA AS WELL. A GREAT GAMING BALANCE
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